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Risk Communications

Project Information

Hana has been conducting in-person, hands-on
training in Risk Communications and PFAS messaging
for the U.S. Army Environmental Command and

Army National Guard.

What is Risk Communications? [
Risk Communications is the study and research -
into the perception of Risk vs. Hazard.

It's crisis mitigation, not crisis communication, which
is what you do in an emergency. We train environmental
personnel on how to manage perception of risk.
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Risk Communications

How did we get here?
Risk Communications isn't new.

1993
Asbestos scare at New York schools.

2002
Military personnel refuse order to
receive anthrax vaccine.

2020
COVID-19 Pandemic and vaccine scare.

All of these instances have a direct
connection between perception of risk.

Today, we're back again with PFAS.

Staten Island Aduance

Tuesday, August 10, 1993

35 Cents
Home-delivered daily and Sunday, $1.85 a week

D.A. asks
for info on
petitions

Wife's name on
list of possible
Gigante successors

By JUDY L, RANDALL
ADVANCE BOROUGH HALL BUREAU

The district attorney's office is
Investigating the process by
which the Democratic Party went
about collecting petition signa-
tures for its ill-fated borough
presidential candidate.

In @ “Dear Guy" letter to Re-
gublican Borough President Guy

. Molinari — hand-delivered to
Borough Hall late Friday after-
noon — Democratic District Al-
torney William L. Murphy asked
Molinari for any information he
had on the matter,

Meanwhile, the name of Mur-
phy's wife, Kathleen Murphy, yes-
terday surfaced on a short list of
possible successors to Democratic
Party chairman Robert J.
Gigante that is being bandied
about among Democratic insid-
ers,

Gigante's two-year lerm as
party leader is up next month. He
has said he intends to seek re-
election.

Ironically, Mrs. Murphy served
as Gigante’s honorary campaign
chairwoman when Gigante ran
for Congress three years ago.

Molinari's charges that the
Democratic Party's nominaling

Do not
enter

Asbestos tests under way in 28 schools

By LAURA D'ANGELO
ADVANCE STAFF WRITER

Classrooms in more than half of
Staten Island elementary and in-
termediate schools were sealed
yesterday as part of an emer-
gency asbestos-detection pro-
gram.

Inspectors are testing rooms in
28 district schools for the cancer-
causing material. So far, no evi-
dence of asbestos has been found.

According to District Schools
Superintendent Christy Cugini,
schools with five to nine potential
trouble spots are: PS 38, Midland
Beach; PS 39, Arrochar, PS 42,
Eltingville, and PS5 57, Clifton.

P'S 57 had the most space closed
off, with seven rooms sealed shut.

Elementary schools that had
damage to walls and ceilings in
one to four rooms are: PS 1, Tot-
tenville; PS 4, Arden Heights, PS
5, Huguenot; PS 8, Great Kills; PS
11, Dongan Hills; PS 13, Rosebank;
PS 14, Stapleton; PS 16, Tompkins-
ville; PS 19, West Brighton; PS 22,
Graniteville, PS 26, Travis; PS 29,
Castleton Corners; PS 30, Wester-
leigh; PS 42 annex, Eltingville; PS

44, Mariners Harbor, PS 53, Bay
Terrace, PS 64, New Springville.

Intermediate school affected
are: Bernstein Intermediate, Hu-
guenot, Barnes Intermediate,
Great Kills; Prall Intermediate,
West Brighton; Dreyfus Interme-
diate, Stapleton; Morris Interme-
diate, Brighton Heights; Paulo In-
termediate, Huguenot, Markham
Intermediate annex, Graniteville,

If asbestos is found, the sehools
will be closed while the material
is removed.

Custodians yesterday sealed off
74 Island classrooms that had ex-
tensive plaster damage, which
could allow the airborne spread of
ashestos fibers.

Test results will be available
within 48 to 72 hours, according to
Board of Education spokesman
Frank Sebrino.

Envirosafe Corp., a firm hired
by the school board in 1987 to
oversee asbestos removal, alleg-
edly botched the job, officials an-
nounced Friday. The tests were so
unreliable that inspectors are re-

(See ASBESTOS, Page A 2)

ADVANCE PHOTO/ROB SOLLETT |
A sign on a clossroom door in Curtis High School keeps visitors 1
out.
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Risk Communications

PFAS and national security

12,000 products and counting have been
found to contain PFAS substances...

M [ndustrial products

B Manufacturing processes
M Paint

M Tape

M Cell phones

M Popcorn bags

M Firefighting foam
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Risk Communications

Keeping Outrage in Balance
Sharks on the golf course.

Sharks in the ocean.
Are sharks a hazard?

Understanding your risk

Now go back and change Sharks to PFAS
and the Golf Course to your drinking
water. Perception matters.
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Risk Communications

i .

“We train like we fight.”

We train for communication.

We train about PFAS, including the latest
research and guidance.

We practice by getting in front of a
camera and simulating a Q&A session
with public, reporters, base
commanders, and other stakeholders.

Then we do it again, and again, and again.
Until participants are comfortable with
being uncomfortable.
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Risk Communications

Emerging Contaminants
M Science and data regarding PFAS

B How PFAS enters our environment

M Health Concerns
® Drinking Water Standards

M EPA Guidance
W Effective mitigation methods

M The challenge ...

Keeping up
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Risk Communications

We're going to demonstrate
some of the training we do
Training tools:

1. Role-playing.

2. Scientific Data/Research.

3. Storytelling.

4. Practice, Practice, Practice.

Our role-playing exercises are grounded
in research. The anecdotal responses
from our class participants show that it
works when deployed in the field.
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